Margaret Isabella DeKing

April 27, 1921 - January 2, 2024

Margaret Isabella Munn DeKing, 102, of Montgomery, lllinois passed away,
Tuesday, January 2, 2024, at her home.

Margaret was born on Beautiful Street in Tama, lowa, on April 27, 1921, to
William Shepherd and Margaret Isabella (McNichol) Munn. She came to
Aurora with her family in 1924 when her father, a glass blower by trade, found
work with the Burlington Railroad. Margaret attended Beaupre Elementary
School where academic accomplishments allowed her to advance a full year
ahead of schedule, passing her peers. She went to Center School for sixth
and seventh grade, and on to Junior High for eighth. In 1938 Margaret
graduated from East Aurora High School. It was while she was there that she
acquired the moniker “Muggsie” which many people still call her today. She
was a devout member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Aurora for many
years. When she moved to Montgomery 14 years ago, to live with her
youngest daughter, she became a member of St. Anne’s Catholic Church in
Oswego.

Margaret’s first job was in 1935 as a car hop for Silver Fross Rootbeer Stand.
In 1940 she met Gerald Joseph “Jerry” DeKing at Skateland, the
neighborhood roller skating rink. Jerry joined the U.S. Marine Corps at the
break of WWII and was sent to the Pacific Theater. Margaret left her job as
manager of the doughnut counter at Kresges to manage the cigar counter at
Whelan Drugs and did her best to support the war effort in rationing goods to
customers. There she was known for her constant cheer, beautiful smile, her



“‘whistle while you work” demeanor and as “The brown-eyed girl at Whelan’s
waiting for the boy from the islands she was so sweet and always neat the
brown-eyed girl at Whelan’s” (a poem written in a bridal shower card and gift
from the owner of Stewart Clothing Store). Margaret and Jerry were married
on October 7, 1944, at Our Lady of Good Counsel Church in Aurora, while he
was still in the service. After the war ended, Margaret left Whelan’s for a
position as Office Manager for Coca-Cola and began the next phase of her
life. She worked at the Customer Service Counter at Big K grocery store after
Jerry’s death in 1975, and later at Halterman and Lifetouch Photography as a
Photographer’s Assistant.

Always happy and joyful in her faith, Margaret was a mother to neighborhood
kids, Boy Scout Den Mother, Girl Scout Leader, and very active in PTA at all
levels. She was awarded Lifetime PTA Membership, in recognition of her
volunteer work in School District 131, spanning over 25 years. She enjoyed
working with youth and she continued roller skating into her eighties, saying “it
kept her young”. She was an artist, enjoyed needlework, gardening, bird
watching, crossword puzzles and reading. She appreciated all of God’s gifts
and the wonderment of nature. Her greatest joy was her family, children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Margaret was proud of her Scottish and Irish heritage, the lore, customs, and
traditions. As a child she was intrigued by stories of leprechauns and faeries,
fascinated by their jewel encrusted crowns in her storybooks. Her love of
flowers combined with these little people to create a world of magic in her
gardens. A happy magic that she carried throughout her life. The faeries have
joined hands with Margaret and taken her on a new journey.

“To and fro we leap

And chase the frothy bubbles,

While the world is full of troubles

And anxious in its sleep.

Come away, O Human child!

To the waters and the wild



With faery, hand in hand,
For the world’s more full of weeping than you can understand.”
— The Stolen Child, W.B. Yeats

Margaret is survived by her four children, Gregg (Debbie) DeKing, Katharine
(Lynn Allan) Johnson, Jeffrey (Susy) DeKing, Denise (Bruce) Stredde; six
grandchildren, Stacey (Gavin Lockman) Johnson, Kristofer (Corinne Young)
Stredde, Kevinne (Joe Thill) Stredde, Erik DeKing, Matthew (Jenna Smith)
DeKing, Rebecca DeKing; two great grandchildren, Charlie and Gracie
DeKing.

She was preceded in death by her parents, William and Margaret Munn; her
husband, Gerald DeKing; twin sons, William and Joseph DeKing; son, Drew
DeKing; her mother and father-in-law, Frances and Joseph DeKing; twelve
siblings, including Mollie (John Howard, Sr.) Leisinger; William Roy Munn;
Rowland Bette (Shirley) Munn; LeRoy (Julia) Munn; Francis Charles Munn;
her friend and nephew John Howard Leisinger, Jr.

Visitation will be held on Tuesday, January 9, 2024 from 4:00 PM until 8:00
PM at THE DALEIDEN MORTUARY, 220 N Lake St., Aurora 630-631-5500 w
ww.daleidenmortuary.com

Funeral services will be held Wednesday, January 10, 2024 at St. Anne
Church at 10:00 AM Fr. Stephen Eickhoff will officiate with interment at Lincoln
Memorial Park.

Please visit our interactive website at www.daleidenmortuary.com where you
may sign the guest book or leave condolences for Margaret’s family.

Margaret loved flowers, per her wishes please wear “cheerful flower colors” to
her services.

It was Margaret's wish to have a memorial bench placed in a public garden, in
her and Jerry's name. If you are so inclined, donations for that ecause would



be appreciated.



Cemetery Details

Lincoln Memorial Park

675 Route 30
Aurora, IL 60503

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 9. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Daleiden Mortuary

220 N. Lake Street

Aurora, IL 60506

(630) 631-5500
daleidenmortuary@gmail.com
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com

Funeral Mass

JAN 10. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Anne Church
551 Boulder Hill Pass
Montgomery, IL 60543


mailto:daleidenmortuary@gmail.com
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/

Burial

JAN 10 (CT)

Lincoln Memorial Park
675 Route 30
Aurora, IL 60503



Tribute Wall

Daleiden Mortuary created a Tribute Video in memory of Margaret
Isabella DeKing

A MOTHER'S'LOVI

"y
Daleiden Mortuary - January 05, 2024 at 02:08 PM

This is the most beautiful tribute of Margaret. What a beautiful woman
inside and out. God bless her soul. With much ¢° Jim and Cheryl
Henderson

Jim and Cheryl Henderson - February 04, 2024 at 09:00 AM

Thank you! Mom's smile lit up the room!

Denise DeKing Stredde - February 07, 2024 at 03:15 PM

The snow so reminds me of the Big Snow Storm when we lived
across the street such happy memories your Mom was the happiest
person always smiling

Sorry | am unable to come today my driver and | were both afraid of

the weather
I love you all

Debrah Farr - January 09, 2024 at 06:25 PM



Thank you, Debbie. | cherish the memories of our childhood on Miller
Avenue. | can picture all of the moms and dads, gathered in the
evening, watching us play kickball in the street. ¢"

Denise DeKing Stredde - February 07, 2024 at 03:20 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Margaret Isabella DeKing.

January 08, 2024 at 11:17 PM

Charles A. purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Margaret Isabella DeKing.

Charles A. - January 07, 2024 at 02:40 PM

This is a beautiful tribute to Muggs' life, she was a sweet lady!
Blessings to all her family and friends

Frank Christensen - January 07, 2024 at 01:25 PM

Thank you, Frank.

Denise DeKing Stredde - February 07, 2024 at 03:22 PM


https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Tom and Patty Kluber planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Margaret Isabella
DeKing.

Tom and Patty Kluber - January 07, 2024 at 10:18 AM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Margaret Isabella DeKing.

January 07, 2024 at 10:18 AM

Your Floor and Decor family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Margaret Isabella DeKing.

Your Floor and Decor family - January 06, 2024 at 04:23 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Margaret Isabella DeKing.

January 06, 2024 at 04:23 PM


https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.daleidenmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My heartfelt sympathy to all the family of Mrs. DeKing. Both Mr. &
Mrs. DeKing were kind & friendly to me so many years ago.

| have fond memories of being welcomed into their home. Mrs.
DeKing was a loving mom to her children regarding them as her
dear ones. She was open minded & showed regard in their nature,
supported them as they grew & developed into unique, talented
individuals. Love was apparent in the home & given freely with a
good heart & caring manner. My love & most fond memory of Mrs.
DeKing is kept in mind & heart. Bless her soul. Peace

May Heiden - January 06, 2024 at 08:48 AM

Such kind words, May. Thank you!

Denise DeKing Stredde - February 07, 2024 at 03:25 PM

50 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Daleiden Mortuary - January 05, 2024 at 02:11 PM




